O,A.S.L. CONFERENC 


That Ohio school librerians are becoming increasingly aware of the vast poten- 
tialities of their part in the educational program was in evidence as the eighth 
annual conference opened at West High School, Columbus, October 30, 1952. Miss 
Margaret Rehring, President, John Creager, Vice president - program chairman, and 
Helen Lumley, hostess, were in charge, 


The first floor corridors and adjoining rooms were a riot of color where the 
book dealers displayed their wares in an inviting array of the latest releases from 
the press, as well as fine editions of lovely old ones, These were popular spots 
when visitors had checked through registration and membership lines, 


Student assistants were on hand to conduct tours through their pleasant, invit- 
ing library . . Mr, Sedge Reed, Demco, was busy throughout the conference conducting 
book-mending demonstrations, 


The meeting was officially opened at the luncheon in the school cafeteria by 
the president, Margaret Rehring, The principal of West High School gave the group a 
hearty welcome, Mr. Creager introduced Mr. William Ellis, author of Bounty Lands 
and assistant to John Sidell in The Ohio Story, who gave an interesting resume of 
this new book about the Ohic country. 





The books program in the auditorium was presided over by John Creager, Miss 
Mildred Krohn, Librarian of East Technical High School, Cleveland, presented a list 
of technical books, both old and new in the field, She made brief comments on the 
contents, with reasons for selection .. Miss Krohn is an expert in her line. and 
this is a very valuable guide for choosing technical books for the school library, 
whether large, small or medium, 





A planning guide for the high school library program, by Frances Henne, Ruth 
Ersted, and Alice Lohrer . gained in significance and understanding through the 
skillful presentation of Frieda Heller, University School librarian, Columbus. She 
brought out the fact that it is a most usable book for anyone in any school library. 
It is a survey device which offers suggestions for long-range planning for improve- 
ments as well as showing uo strengths and weaknesses of the program, The question- 
naires, charts and summaries cover background information, materials, activities, 
services and budgets, It was published in 1951 by A-L.A,, price $2.00, It sounds 
like a good investment if you do not already have the book, 








Miss Jean Roos, Supervisor of Youth Department, Cleveland Public Library, did 
it again, In her usual high-caliber presentation she gave a direct and comprehen— 
sive treatment of "Recent books for young people", Her list reflected present-day 
attitudes in many fields, Among those coming in for comment on her list were the 
following: The best from fantasy and scientific fiction, edited by Anthony Boucher 
and J. F, McComas, It is one of the best written of the many, The silver chalice, 
by Thomas B, Costain, is very readable, Dance to the piper, by Agnes DeMille, is 
for girls interested in ballet, The elegant witch, by Robert Neill, is especially 
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fine for 9th grade, It has mystery, suspense and romance, Alexander Hamilton's 
wife, by A. C. Desmond, is an easy. readablé biography with a good historical back- 
ground. 





A high light of the convention was the treat of hearing Mrs, Rachael DeAngelo, 
Executive Secretary of 4.A;.S.L., Chicago. She brought greetings from the American 
Association of School Litrarians headquarters, She gave the group the inspiration 
of sound advice and practical help ty suggestions for the promoting of the growth 
of boys and girls through the school litrary's part in the total program of the 
school, She also spoke of trends in school library across the country, such as 
the importance of the elementary school library and the siudent assistant group, 
She stressed the importance of publicity for tne school library in journals and 
magazines other than library literature, 


Business session, with Margaret Rehring presiding. The treasury and membership 
reports were rea’, Election results were announced by the nominating comnittee: 
President -- John Creager, Vice President ~- Geneva Travis, Recording Secretary -— 
Mildred Krohn, Corresponding Secretary -- Doris Helen Moore, Members-at-—large — 
Madeline Bixel and Helen Fox, 


A special privilege for conference goers was the dinner at Ohio Union Building, 
Ohio State University Campus. The tables were very festive with fall flowers and 
candles arranged by Miss Isabel Nolan, Ur, Jesse Steward. noted author and lecturer, 


Roverton, Kentucky, gave & most entertaining account of his experiences in writing, 
His homespun accornt of taies from his native hills was down to earth and sincerely 
interesting, Another gvest speaker, Mr, Arthur Harper. specialist in conservation, 
State Department, brought out the fact that books which have stood the test of time 
need not be discarded even though they have grown old along with some of us; they 
still contain valuable information, 


The Saturday morning sessions were given over to various department or group 
meetings, which were summarized and reported to the whole group when it convened in 
the auditorium for its final session, These are reported elsewhere in this issue. 


Miss Rehring gave her final report and the meeting was adjourned, A job well 
done, We are grateful to her for what she has dcne for 0.A.S.L, We want to express 
‘our appreciation to her and to her core of officers who so ably led the association 


through 1951-1952. 


A vote of thanks goes to Miss Helen Lumley, Librarian, and her student staff at 
West High, Columns, ond to Caroline Eolmes., Supervisor of Public School Libraries, 
Columbus, who assisted in maling plans for the conference, Special recognition goes 
to John Creager, South High School, Youngstown, for arranging this splendid program. 
We are proud of all of you, TANK YOU:!! 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN OF 0,A,S8,L. FOR 1952-1953 


Budget -- Miriam Wilson, Fairmont Nigh School, Dayton 
Constitution Committee ~- not filled 
Elementary School Libraries -- Margaret Skiff, Co-ordinator, Work with Children, 
Cuyahoga County Library, Cleveland 

Exhi bits Mary Patton, Cuyahoga Falls High School, Cuyahoga Falls 
Membership Caroline Holmes, Supervisor Public School Libraries 

270 E, State Street, Columbus 15 
Nominating Margaret Zehring. Withrow High School, Cincinnati 
Publicity Leah M, Schueren, DeVilbiss High School, Toledo 

News Bulietin editor 

Katherine Roy, Roosevelt Jr. High School, Columbus, other 

publicity 





Committee Chairmen (ccontinved) 


Research -~- not filled 

State Consultant -~ Reba Beomershine, Roosevelt High School, Dayton 

Training and Recruitment -~ Nancy Miller, Assistant Professor of Library Science. 
: Fent State University, Kent 


MEMBERSHIP REPORT. Notes on the etate of the o-ganization, October 31, 1952 


To bring our Ohio Association of School Librarians more clearly into focus, it 
is a pleasure to give you this report, It prevides an cpportunity to summarize, to 
evaluate and to note significant accomplishments, 


In six years we have become a progressive part of our state Education Associ- 
ation with a strong, active membership, As evidence of this we spotlight the follow- 
ing from our membership files: 


25 Charter members 161 Continuous members 
34 Five-year members 179 Membership 1947.-1948 
23 four-year members 260 Present membership 


27 Missed only one year 


The spirit of co-operation and friendliness has been an inspiration, It has 
been & privilege, a challenge, and an opportunity to have served you, 


Your membsrship committee, 
Ceneva Travis, Chairman 
Margaret Steindorf Jenn Anderson Frences M. Stover 
Virginia Hollinger Isabel Turner Allan Oakum 
Helen Lewis Viclet Glass Helen Dorn 
Margaret Skiff Helen Shaw Christine Heer 
Mary Patton Ada Zimmerman Helen D, Moore 
Martha Darbin Caroline Holmes 


YOUR EDITOR'S QUERY 


If you are one of the "missed only one year" members, or have shown your inter- 
est by being a 4- or 5-year mamber, why not write the new membership chairman, Miss 
Caroline Holmes, to investigate where you are in arrears, pay for the non-membership 
years, and join the ranks of charter membership? Miss Holmes' address is: Super~ 
visor of. Public School libraries, 270 F. State Street, Columbus 15, Ohio 


WORKSHOP SESSIONS 0O.A.5.L, 


eader : Miss Margaret Cleaveland, Cleveland 
ecretary: Miss Helen Shaw, Youngstown 


MAKING THY ROUGH PLACES PLAIN L 
S$ 


Miss Margaret Cleaveland presided over this conference. reviewing: What we 
expect of school libraries, Conclusions reached: 


cut out non-essentials, streamline work methods 

often a note will take the place of time-consuming per- 
sonal visits, 

work cought up and picked up, do the hard jobs once, by 
not worrying over them, getting them out of the way and 
off your mind, 





WORKSHOP SESSION 0,A.S.L. (continued) 


Harmony with those Patience is required, and Sunday's religion makes us easier 

with whom we work: to live with if we carry it over to Monday's work. In 
fact, the librarians must still tactfully work with the 
Faculty or around them, in getting the indifferent teach-: 
er to use the library facilities. 





Questions 


Should departments have supplemental libraries? No. Esscopt in the case of 
shops where books are more useful if shelved where they are used. 


One of the most interesting topics brought out was the question of Student Gov- 
ernment in relation to the Library, Miss Cleaveland told of the fine results ob- 
tained in her library: discipline problems were cut to a minimum, and she did not 
have to take her time to main discipline. -~- Helen Shaw, Secretary 


Leg 


"TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY" Leader : Miss Margaret Skiff, Cleveland 
(Elementary School Libraries) Secretary: Miss Dorothy Nichol, Columbus 


Miss Skiff, Cuyahoga County, opened this meeting, speaking of the need for more 
elementary school libraries, and introducing Mr. Robert E, Lucas, Elementary Super- 
visor, State Department of Educaticn, who spoke on "Trends in Elementary School De-- 
velopment as Related to School Libraries,” 


Mr, Lucas believes that the need for elementary libraries is the biggest problem 
in the elementary field in the state, 


In support of this statement, Mr, Lucas related that in 1,300 classroom in 240 
schools of this state, many have no central library, and no r-ocm libraries to 
serve their elementary grades, Furthermore, there are over 30.000 elementary teach- 
ers in Chio, many of whom are not trained in elementary library work. 


Mr, Lucas emphasized the great difference between a library and a reading cen-- 
ter. A library may be where there is a collection of books, but a reading center is 
where there is Life and interest in the books for the child. The informed teacher 
and librarian aims to reach children of all read?ng levels through books. Slow read- 
ing pupils mst never be discouraged, Reading must always meet the interest level of 
the child. 


At the conclusion of this informative talk, members of this workshop were told 
by Miss Skiff that Mr. lucas has evaiuation sheets for school librarians which may 
be obtained by writing him at the State Department of Education, 


There was a discussion period at this point, in which Miss Helen Sattley, School 
of Library Science, Western Reserve University, expressed her belief that the requir- 
ing of all teachers to take a Children's Literature course (Junior High books in- 
cluded) was helping them: to become familiar with children's books. She was of the 
opinion that a second semester was needed for the intesration of children's books 
with the curriculun, 


Miss Frieda Heller, University School, Columbus, expressed her opinion that 
there should be required library courseg for teachers in addition to the Children's 
Literature courses, From her experiences in the classes she conducts at the Ohio 
State University, she stated that most teachers are unaware of the reference tools 
availnble to them in selecting classroom materials, Such knowledge is an enrichment 
af thete classroom preparedness, 





Sa 
WORKSHOP SESSIONS 0,A.S.L, “Train Up a Child in the Way" (contimued) 


Miss Helen 5, Lewis, Cleveland, concurred in the views héld by Miss Sattley and 
Miss Heller, and it was generally agreed that there are not enough teachers who are 
aware of the use of the library in teaching. They concluded that a state library 
consultant was needed to advance the school library program in Ohio. 


Mrs, Virginia Lee Atkins, Supervisor of Elementary School Libraries, Canton Pub- 
lic Library Association, spoke on "Services to Teachers." 


In Canton, twenty-five permanent elementary school libraries serve, The Board 
of Education and the School Department of the Canton Public Library co-operate in the 
organization and administration of library service to elementary school children, in- 
cluding two parochial schools, 


"A librarian goes to each school one or two days a week to direct 
the circulation of books, to guide the children in their choice of read- 


ing and to tell stories to the younger children in the schools where the 
schedule permits," 


An interes ting and informative booklet entitled "Elementary School Libraries in 
Canton, " prepared by Mrs, Atkins, was given to participants of the meeting. 


a OK 


The third scheduled speaker was Miss Charlotte Gallant, Librarian, Garfield 


Heights Tlementary School, Cuyahoga County Public Libraries, Miss Gallant's topic 
was “Activities in the Elementary School Library." 


A full program of activities has been developed in the Garfield Heights Elemen- 
tary School Library, the only one in Cuyahoga County, which includes: 


1. Thirty-minute library periods, 
2. Grades 1~3 have some library time each week. 
3. Grades 4-6 have library periods every other week, with something special 
planned for them, 
4, Story every week (wide variety). 
5. Maps: where stories come from, 
6. Tying in. stories with subject matter taught in schools. 
7. Planned library instruction: 
(a) Teach handling of books in grades 1-3 
(vb) Third grade begins to learn how books are arranged 
(c) Upper grades need to know about different kinds of books 
8. Radio skits, 
9, Children tell stories to each other. 
10. Book reports made by children. 


RH 


Observing that thousands of elementary school buildings are going up all over 


the nation, Miss Skiff said that pianned school libraries should be a part of every 
building program, 


On the subject of library planning, another idea was contributed by Mrs, Rachael 
W, DeAngelo, Executive Secretary, AASL, Chicago, who believes that the important 
thing is to make a start in providing quarters for a library center. She said that 


everyone who shares in this elementary library program should have a part in the 
planning of its 





ot 
WORKSHOP SESSION 0.A4.S.L. (continued) 


Miss Skiff concluded, "Mrs, DeAngelo has pointed the way that the school librarians 
throughout the state can work to secure their objectives," 


It was generally agreed by this library group meeting that states that do not 
have @ school consultant need a committee, I% was their opinion that one should be 
appointed for this purpose, 


Various materials were passed and others cited throughout the foregoing program 
which helped to illuminate the several subjects under discussion. A few of them are 
listed below, 


1. Long Beach California, Building Standards for an elementary school. 
2. Library Journal, July 15, 1952. (a) 90% of American “igh schools have some 
kind of library last three decades, 
*3. National Elementary School Principals' 30th yearbook. 1951. 
Elementary school libraries today, (Note: Get your principal to read it.) 
4, Nation's Schools, August 1951 
5. A.L.A, 1952. "Aids in selection of material (books, films, records) for 
children and young people, 
6, California School Library Association Bulletin, May, 1952. 
7¢ South Carolina, State Department of Education, Suggestions for building 
school library equipment. 1951. 
8, South Carolina, State Department of Hiucation. Suggestions for school 
library space, 
9. Cuyahoga County Public Library (Cleveland, Ohio). "References on Activities 
for Elementary School Libraries," 
¥10, A.L.A. 1952. "Dear Mr. Architect." 50 cents 
-- Miss Dorothy Nichol, Secretary 


* of special interest 
He ek 





Leader: Miss Reba Boomershine, Dayton 
Secretary! Miss Geneva Travis, Kent 


Student assistant -~- What would I do without them? What can I do with them? 
was the subject for the group discussion in which Miss Reba Boomershine was the 
leader and principal speaker, 


In her discussion she brought out the splendid organization of the student 
staff at Roosevelt and gave a picture of the smooth-running efficiency of a well- 
planned student assistant program, 


She stressed the wlue of the library to: the student and his opportunity of 
service to the school. The selection of student assistants on the basis of high- 
ranking scholarship and outstanding personality qualifications, such as reliability, 
willingness to co-operate, ability to take and follow directions were rated as of 
prime importance, <A responsibility offers a challenge and a chance to grow and 
develop. 


Give the student friendship, treat him as a person, assign tasks that he can 
attain perfection in and you'll get a good job. Dignify his services and give credit 
for a job well done, 


Select students as early in the freshman year as possible so as to give them a 
larger opportunity, It was suggested that scheduling be done in the office when 
classes are being arranged if at all feasible, 





7. 
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WORKSHOP SESSION ©.A.S.L.e Student Assistants (continued) 


Teacher co-operation fcr relief work in the library was offered as a solution 
to the ever-present shortage of help. Another suggestion brought out was the idea 
of establishing a repository for various program materials which could be distribv- 
ted to the interested schools, -- Miss Geneva Travis, Secretary 


Kae ot 


DO THEY sLL READ? Leader: Miss Constance Logue, Cincinnati 
Secretary: Miss Mary Boland 


Going on the promise that the teaching of reading has definitely been neglected 
in most areas, the discussion developed around the co-operative responsibility of 
the school librarian and the school teacher, giving special attention to the reluc-— 
tant or slow reader and his needs, 


The group asreed that it is good economy to purchase books of high interest- 
low vocabulary in order to attract and hold the reading interest of this type of 
pupil. From this point his reading can be upgraded, but if he has already been dis~- 
couraged, it is almost impossible to re-interest him, 


The librarian herself must be constantly on the alert to find good books that 
come within this reading range. as the recognition of the needs of the reluctant 
readers is a fairly recent development, acceptable books are not among the easiest 
to find; The librarian and teacher of reading mast study and use the various cur- 
rent lists in order to keep atreast of the times. In review, several lists were 
named as essentially helpful: The A.L.A. Booklist, the Junior Book Awards Reading 
Program of the Boys' Clubs of America, Character Formation Through Books of the 
Catholic University, the lists from the Children's Center of the University of 
Chicago, the critical analyses of the Junior Literary Guild, and the high interest- 
low vocabulary studies of Boston University. 


Environmental attraction is probably more essential in attracting reluctant 
readers than it is for the eager readers, although it is important for all readers 
to find a cheerful, peaceful library. Umphasis was placed on the use of displays 
of various kinds, most of which naturally centered around the use of the books tho 
selves and their bookjackets, Favorable comment was made on the use of the new cis- 
play boards which are being currently sold by the leading library supply companies, 


Members of the group suggested other means which they find successful in at- 
tracting the reluctant readers, One separates the books by subject matter, thus 
setting up a classification somewhat different from the Dewey Decimal system; one 
places the high interest--low vocabulary books in a section apart from the others, 
so that the reluctant reader can find the books interesting to him without the dis- 
couragement of looking through numerous books which seem uninteresting; one uses 
the colorful book jackets in the classroom, where they «an be read without time 
pressure and where book discussion can be encouraged; another finds that the use 
of plastic covers over the book jackets is stimulating in itself, 


It was agreed that while we do have reluctant readers, they need not stay re~ 
luctant -- that all young people have interests and that it is the responsibility of 
‘ the librarian, along with that of the teacher, to find those interests and to satis- 
fy them with the appropriate books, 


~~ Miss Emily Miller, | 
for Miss Mary Boland, Secretary 
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Leader: Miss Margaret Alexander. Akron 
Secretary: Miss Leah M. Schueren, Toledo 


The leader, with fellow librarians Margaret Tucker, Virginia Himebaugh, and 
Mary O'Hara, opened the discussion. Suggestions included the following: sending 
book jackets to teachers, sending lists of new books to various departments, noti- 
fying them of valuable pamphlet materials in subject fields,such as Life Adjustment 
series, Public Affairs Information Service, Newsweek's Platform Education Service, 
etc. 


Teachers are to be notified of all types of new materials of value. Prepara- 
tion of reading lists and bibliographic materials for classroom use is always appre- 
ciated by teachers. <A book tea during Book Week may be good winning-over strategy. 


Discussion was lively from the eudience. It was deemed inadvisable to give the 
administration a teacher's reading score card, Instead, the librarian can casually 
report to the principal fine teacher-class-librarian work projects executed in the 
library. Mncourage tcachers to bring classes to the library. 


Librarians should visit classrooms to learn what is happening there, and follow 
through by assembling materials on various units. Librarians should always be will- 
ing and eager to help teachers with study units, through class committees or hibrary- 
teacher co-operation. 


Librarians must be willing to go more than halfway; they mst never despair. 
because even reluctant teachers can eventually be won over to library usage if the 
librarian uses tact, patience and resourcefulness, 

-- Leah M, Schueren, Secretary 


A PLEA FROM QUR PRESIDENT 


"Some GOATS for 0.A4,S.L.: 


1. Provision of a good annual cenvention featuring inspiration and information, 
2. Extension of library service where it is inadequate, 

3. Growth of membership and professional interest. 

4, Periodical news to members. 

5. Co-operation with other library and education organizations. 

6. Recognition of our own association. 


"Some WAYS WHERE YOUR HELP IS NEEDED: 


1, Practical helps and ideas presented to annual meeting through speakers, dis-— 
cussion groups, displays and exhibits. Write suggestions on program to 
Gene Travis, On exhibits, to Mary Patton. 

2, Strive for a state consultant to promote good library service in all the 
schools of Ohio. Members see your elected officials in the legislature, 
if we can get a bill introduced. Tell Reba Boomershime of any contacts 
you have or can make, 

Help Caroline Holmes get all prospective members in your area enrolled, 
There are about 1300 high school and 2900 elementary schools in Ohio. = 
474 high schools are members of North Central Association in Ohio. Our 
membership is about 250! 

Participate actively in OLA, ALA, OBA, etc. Run as a delegate from your 
local education association, to the OHA annual meeting, 

Publicity for your ideas, your library. Articles in library mgazines - 
yes; but more important - in education periodicals, newspapers, etc. Write 
Katherine Roy what you're doing, or can write," 





A PLEA FROM OUR PRESIDENT (continned) 


We'd like +o propose e nominee for the Ohio Reading Circle, preferably someone 
who has contact with elementary reading as well as secondary. and who may be ina 
community where took discussion groups couid help in good selection, Member of OFA. 


Please send replies on these matters to President John W, Creager. Do write!!! 


NORTHEASTERN OHIO STUDENT LIBRARY ASSISTANTS ASSOCIATION 


A cabinet meeting of the Ohio Association of Student Assistant Librarians, 
Northeast District, had been called for December 9 in Kent, They were to discuss 
plans for the next conference to be held in Kent in the spring of 1953. A committee 
is at present working on a@ constitution to be presented at this annual meeting, “Ap- 
proximately 225 student assistants, together with their librarians from 30 of north- 
east Ohio's high schools;. organised this group at Kent in April, 1952. They have 
had two previous meetings at Kent. MHlected officers are Ruth Ann Johnson, Presi- 
dent, Kent State High School; Norma Mandalari, Vice President, Kent Roosevelt; 


Jackie Griffith, Secretary-Treasurer, East High School, Akron; and Phyllis Smith, 
Kent -‘State High, reporter. 


Miss Geneva Travis, Kent State High School Librarian, is adviser of this group, 


and to her goes great credit for organizing Ohio's first student library assistants ' 
association. 


CREDITS. DEGREES, HONORS 


All Hail: to our members who. have been honored, and to those who are working 
for, or-have earned degrees in library science. 


1) Kent State University enrolled the following in summer school: Emma Lou Burge, 
Mildred Grossman, Elizabeth Harpst, Laurel Leffler, Irma Moorman, Ethel Pier- 
son, Eleanora Porteus, Margaret Rodgers, Kathleen Scott, Beatrice Smith, Violet 
Swisher, ‘Mary Tuttle. 


2) Masters degrees in Library Science: were earned oy Leta Jump, Catherine Kendall, 
Allen Oakum, and Ruth Watkins, 

3) At Western Reserve University, Masters degrees in Library Science ae EES 
by Thurmyle Gosneli. Coventry:High Schocl, Akron, and Magnolia &,. Wilkins, 
Champion Jr. High School, Columbus, Ohio. 

.4) Miss Vera Nash of Anderson Yownship High school and Mrs, Catherine Sewell of 

.Wyoming, Ohio, High School attended.the summer session of the Library School 

of the University of Xentucky. 

For the second winter. Mrs. Kathryn Saffer, Librarian of Indian Hills High 

School, Cincinnati, took extension courses offered by Joseph Whitten, Professor 
of Library Science at the University of Kentucky. She reported the course of 
library organization to have proved very worth while. Mrs. Saffer has returned 
to.the profession after an absence of some fifteen years. She is doing a fine 


job for the New Indian Hills High School, bringing devotion and enthusiasm to 
her work, 


CONGRATULATIONS FROM 0.A.S.L. 70 OUR LIBRARY SCIENCE STUDENTS 


Miss Reba Boomershine, Roosevelt High School, Dayton, representing school 1i- 
brarians. was elected to the Executive Board of the Ohio Library Association. 
for 1952-53. Leah Schueren. DeVilbiss High School, Toledo, and Helen B, Lewis, 
Supervisor of School Libraries, Cleveland, . we re. former members of this 
board. 

Miss beah M, Schueren has been asked as a library periodicals editor to attend . 


A.L.A. Midwinter to serve on a committee for establishing a new Library Peri- 
odicals Round Table. 





PERTAINING TO THE ENCLOSED BLANK 


To every recipient of this 0.A.S.L. News Bulletin I would beg of you to imme- 
diately fill out and return the directory-—membership data form enclosed and requested 
by Miss Caroline Holmes, 270 East State Street, Columbus 15, Ohio. We cannot have a 
directory of Ohio School Librarians unless everyone complies, DO IT NOW BEFORE THE 
HOLIDAYS. 


BE A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING FOR 1953. Future issues of the bulletin will be 
sent to paid members only. 
Thank you for your co-operation. EDITOR 


UNIQUE BOOK WEEK PROGRAMS 

Miss Reba Boomershine, Roosevelt High School, Dayton, had an assembly program, 
centered on books and reading, in which the music department, with a chorus of 80 
voices, the speech department, using script "Give us books," and the library depart- 
ment cooperated to give the entire school a treat that will be long remembered. 


Miss Geneva Travis, University High School of Kent State University, Kent, Ohio, 
introduced her Book Week program via local radio with two 5th graders and two library 
assistants discussing good books, It was called "The library's spotlight," featured 
by the University's radio station. 


Miss Mary Helen Pooley of Withrow High School, Cincinnati, had a novel assembly 
program in which Juniors versus Seniors and Freshmen versus Sophomores vied with each 
other for cash prizes in a book quiz; prepared by English teachers, which concerned 
authors, titles, and book characters, Teachers chose contestants and score cards 
were kept by judges, Stimulation in books and reading and hearty enjoyment were re- 
wards for work and effort spent in, planning Withrow's Book Week, 


In Toledo: 


At Libbey High School the teachers were really given a treat this year during Book 
Week! At the faculty méeting which was held in the library each teacher was served 
with a brick of ice cream in the form of a book and presented with a kit of materi- 
als labeled NEW (inspiration ~ Toledo B.I.E. Day kits). The contents of this NBW 
envelope included a set of vital library statistics of the previous year, an invita- 
tion to take classes to the library, and the program of phonograph record materials 
to be played for the visiting classes, On Thursday of this same week Dorcus Kruse, 
librarian, entertained the Toledo School Library Association in the same fashion. 


Waite High School English classes were showered with annotated book lists as an in-— 
ducement to accept the invitation of the librarian to visit the library during BOOK 
WEEK. Four different lists were compiled by the librarian, Virginia Hollinger. The 
fifth list used was "ALWAYS GOOD READING" compiled by the Booklist Committee of the 
Section for Workers with Children and Young People of the 0.L.A. These colorful 
lists, in addition to the skits given over the public address system by the public 
address students, brought more than twenty classes into the library for book reviews. 
Waite High School celebrated BOOK WEEK, December 1 - 5, 


Carrie Wiseley, Scott High School librarian, reported that she was hostess to many 
classes during BOOK WEEK. In fact, she said, "One day nine different classes stormed 
in to see the new books!" 


Leah M, Schueren, DeVilbiss High School, used colorful posters, book jackets 


and had on the library display rack a splendid collection of varied new books of in- 


terest to young people. Many classes came in to read under teacher direction from 
orientation, social studies, and English departments. 








WARREN HARDING H’'GH SCHOOL LIBRARY OBSERVES BOOK WEEK 
AND PREPARES FOR CHRISTMAS 


A display of boo characters prepared uncer the direction of Mmglish teachers 
is a high light of the Harding Senior High School observance of Book Week, 


In the past there have been assemblies, contests, dioranas, posters, hobby 
shows, etc., but this year a challenge was made to all students to make an original 
representation of a book character in any one of the following ways: 1) sketch, 

2) puppet or marionette, 3) model or handmade doll, A prize of $3 was awarded to 
the best and most original in each group. 


The librarian servec as chairman of the Book Week Committee and was assisted by 
three English teachers in setting up the entry rules, Judges were a public librari- 
an, an artist, and an outside Inglish teacher. The display attracted the attention 
of the townspeople, also visitors from the “vunior Highs and Elementary schools. The 
Public librarian asked to use some of the entries to exhibit in the city library. 


Students seem to regard and respond well to any library project suggested, and 
this Christmas season finds the library windows beautifully decorated with handmade 
cutouts to resemble stained glass windows, Geometry classes have made geometric 
arches and realistic window designs of block construction paper with various colors 
of cellophane, An English class made cutouts with cellophane insets to the story 
Why the Chimes Rang," and still another class made "The Night Before Christmas." 
The Home Art Class made the Madonna, surrounced by a series of angelic figures, 
These are all transparent and give a beautif-1) effect inside and out. 


A lighted Shristmas tree om the vertical file and attractive bulletin boards 
complete the pre-holiday setting for pleasant library use. This type of promotion 
brings many students to the library to see their own and others work, and teachers 
also make frequent visits, --- Ruth Watkins, Librarian. 


HARRY B, TURNER JR, HIGH (WARREN) RBPORTING BOOX WEEK AND CHRISTMJS ACTIVITIES 


During Book Week, the library sponsored a poster contest. These were enlarge-— 
ments of book jackets of new booxs. Prizes were offered for the best reproductions. 


The Bookworm Ciub had a special program of short reviews of new books, picture 
character quiz, book contests. and guessing games. 


The Bookworms are now working busily or dioramas and peepshows of Christmas 
stories, arranging bulletin boards, and display following the Christmas theme, 
-—- Edna K,. Baker, Librarian 


HITHER AND YON 


CONDOLENCS. 

The 0,A,S.Lo extends its sincerest sympathy to Mildred Krohn, Librarian East 
Tecrnical High School, Cleveland, Ohio, on the loss of her mother recently, Like- 
wise, to Mrs, Boyher, Librarian, State Street Junior High School. on bereavement of 
her husband, Dewey N. Bohyer. athletic director of Harding High School, Marion, Ohio. 


WELCOME MAT 
0O.A.S.L. welcomes a new librarian, Miss Betty Hawser, Edison Jr. High School, 
Marion, Ohio, and hopes she will want to become an active member of our library 


organization. 


A UNIQUE POSITION 
Librarian Ruth Courtney, Old Trail School, Akron, holds two titles, Besides 


being librarian with an assistant, she has been made Dean of Girls in this private 
school. 0O.A:S.L. wishes you well in both assignments. 








HITHER AND YO ‘centinued) 


NOW A BEY BRIDIGROOM IN OUR MIDST 

The 0.A.S.L. congratulates a faithful servant and member, James Damas, librarian 
Macomber High School, Toledo. on his marriage November 23 to Miss Helen Swaya, gradu- 
ate of the University of Toledo. Eride and groom honeymooned one week in Bermuda, We 


wish Helen and James Damas great happiness, 


AND A REPORT FROM OUR AUGUST BRIDE 

Frences Mary (Stover) Smith, formerly librarian at Findlay High School and a 
member of 0.A.S.]:. Executive board of 1951-1952, reports that she and her husband 
Joe have moved into a new modern western ranch-+type house, patio and all; located at 
2800 Berkshire Way, Sacramento 21, California. They are “having fun” decorating and 
furnishing the new abode, Frances Mary writes that she is still enjoying her ex— 
tended vacation from professional life, but may consider substitute teaching another 
year. Library friends are invited to write her. 








WHITMER DOES IT AGAIN | 
Elizabeth Louise Brown, Whitmer High School. Toledo, is making big plans for a 
second Book Bazaar because of the experience and success of her first endeavor in 
1950. 
Excitement and thrills of seeing and being able to buy good books at suitable 
prices, projects of the industrial arts, and home cconomics department on display 
is one of the rewards for hard lebor in preparation, The whole school personnel 
participates, Interest in reading, giving, and owning books is stimulated, And it 
offers an ee@sy way to do one's Christmas shopping through books with an enthusiastic 
librarian and her student library staff, 


LOCKLAND'S THRILL: 4 NEW LIBRARY 

A million dollar building project, which includes the construction of a large 
gymnasium, stadium, memorial room, music room. swimming pool, classrooms and -~ a 
beautiful and svacious iibrary, has been completed, 

The reading room, 80' x 32', provides seating accommodations for seventy stu- 
dents. It has a book capacity of 6500 volumes and ample possibilities for expansion. 
In addition to the reading room, there is a work room, classroom size, with shelving 
for books and periodicals, Because this room has ten leaded glass windows with north 
and east exposures, it is a most pleasant place for those extra working hours. The 
conveniences, such as electrical outlets, running water, and large storage closets 
with shelves, are appreciated, 

Since the librarian is also the Audio-Visual Director, an Audio-Visual room is 
located next to the library. -This room is equipped for different types of projec- 
tion and includes a large televisicn set which is used occasionally for special tele- 
casts of school value, Adjoining the AV room are storage rooms for AVE equipment, 

The library is compietely furnished by Library Bureau in blond birch furniture, 
which makes it a most attractive room, 

The Xfigh school enrollment is less than three hundred students, which means 
that the library is planned for long-time use in future years before we shall be as 
crowded as we once were in the old building. 

Now that we are so comfortably situated. our big project is to secure more and 
better books. “Drop by" and visit us if you are in Cincinnati vicinity. 

-- Frances Dye, Librarian 


RESIGNATIONS 

The following school librarians have retired: Mary Banes. Hughes High School, 
Cincinnati, is now living in Matamora, Indiana. Susan Shaffer, also of Hughes, re- 
tired because of ill health. Mrs. Mary Little, East Vocational High School, Cincin- 
nati, has also resigned. She has been rephaced by Miss Emily Miller. Cincinnati 
school librarians held a tea at Hughes High School honoring retired librarians. 








Lakewood Personals 





Miss Martha Durtin, librarian at Harcing Junior High School, is on the committee 


which is writing the pageant to be presented in Lakewood in April, celebrating the 
Ohio Sesquicentennial, 


Misses Martha Durbin and Bernice Harper were South American visitors this sum- 
mer, They travelled to Cuayaquil, Feuador, on a Norwegian freighter. Their three- 


weexs cruise on the Norwegian fruit ship took them from New York, through the Panama 
Canal, to Ecuador, 


Two years ago several ninth grade pupils who were exceptionally good readers 
remarked they had read everything in the library, Although we received this state- 
ment with some doutt, it did bring forth an experiment in our library. One section 
of shelves was cleared and from our book collections we withdrew all fiction and 
biography books that were either adult or suitable for young people, marked them 
with a star, and arranged the books on the vacant shelves. At the top of this spe- 
cial section we placed the caption, YOUNG ADULTS. 


The arrangement has proved to be so very popular with the older students that 
we hope to include additional classes of books, There is no restriction on the use 
of the collection and if a younger person occasionally selects a title from it, he 
is in no way discouraged from doing so. Many students have found that the more 
adult things they are looking for are to be found in their own school library. 

-~ Bernice Harper, Librarian 


Portsmouth News 





McKinley Elementary School of Portsmouth held a Book Fair during Book Week, 
Each class prepared an exhibit of books of interest to the students, using as a 
theme a book read aloud by the teacher. Upper grade students wrote reports on 
books they had read this year, and prizes were awarded for the best reports from 
each class. The exhibit culminated with a Parent-Teachers Association meeting on 
Thursday evening, : 


The school does not have an official librarian, The book collection has been 
assembled and organized with a shelf list and card catalog through the efforts of a 
parent, Mrs. Charles Long, in consultation with the Hlementary School Supervisor, 
Miss Mildred Skeans, and the Portsmouth.High School Librarian, Mrs. Hartley, 


Mrs, Hartley enjoyed a leave of absence Jast year tc attend the University of 
Worth Carolina, at Chapel Hill, where she took advanced work in library science and 
was granted a Master of Education degree in August, 1952. 


Greater Cleveland News 





The school librarians of Greater Cleveland are making a concerted effort to 
collect all available material for the Ohio Sesquicentennial Celebration in 1953. 
It will appear in the February, 1953, Bulletin. 


News from School Libraries in the Cuyahoga County Public Library System 








The Teachers Library Aide goes to over 1200 elementary teachers and administra- 
tors in our district and to some other schools in Maryland, Indiana, Pennsylvania, 
North Dakota, New York, Georgia, and Michigan. 


In it are covered the new materials available from the Cuyahoga County Public 
Library, through their school libraries, bookmobile. 


The October-November issue stresses Ohio materials. 





Travel 


Miss Margy Verovitz, librarian of John Dewey School in Warrenville, went to 
Mexico for a study trip this summer, 


Miss Victoria Mansfield, Garfield Heights [igh School Librarian, accompanied 
by her housemate, Norma Wilker, joined the Bureau of University Travel south of the 
border, Says Victoria, “First flight, thither; second flight, thence. Two-Blanket 
sleeps all through July attest to the altitude of most of Mexico's chief cities. 
Hubert Herring conducted the party. A librarian from the University of California 
cooed with delight when Erna Ferguson promised to spend an evening with the culture 
seekers, Do your know her? No, but I've cataloged so many of her books;" 


Improves Each “Shining Hour“ 





Miss Bess Noble, Librarian of Ridge Road Jr. High in Parma, had an unusual 
experience this fall. As the new library room was not finished until the first of 
November, the library program was reduced to a minimmm, Miss Noble and some of her 
student assistants made a number of field trips to junior high school libraries in 
Lakewood, Fairview, Berea, Garfield Heights, Cleveland, and others. Each student 
had a sheet of things to watch for, As a result of their reports, more new equip- 
ment was ordered for the library and many new ideas for arrangement and display were 
obtained. During this interval, Miss Noble worked out many colorful folders of 
lists and book jackets on topics of interest to junior high readers - such as, Space 
Fiction, Hobbies and Animals, All in ali, she turned a handicap into an asset and 
the new library was launched with great enthusiasm, 
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EDITOR'S CORNER AN SOS FROM YOUR EDITOR 


The map of Ohio divided into the OHA districts, with the names of all counties 
located in each district, is included in this issue of the bulletin so that all 
librarians may please send news items, personals, library techniques, book annota- 
tions, and idea-~sharing to the reporters of their respective areas, A warm thank 
you goes to the following who have accepted reporterships: 


Northeast volunteer needed 

Central Kathryn Moore, Harding High School, Marion 

East Elizabeth Maud, Toronto High School, Toronto 
Southeast Marian L, Hartley, Portsmouth High School, Portsmouth 
Northwest -— Gertrude Jennings, Harvey High School, Painesville 
Southwest --- Grace Morgan, St. Bernard High School, Cincinnati 


1, Akron -- Ruth Courtney, Old Trail School 
Harriet Horst, East High School 
2. Cleveland Dorothy Tobin, West Technical High School 
Josephine K, Dillon, Hazeldell Flementary School 
3, Columbus Katherine Roy, Roosevelt Junior High School 
4. Cuyahoga County Margaret Skiff, Co-ordinator Work with Children, 
Cuyahoga County Library, Cleveland 
5. Lakewood Lesley D, Newton. Supervisor Children's and Schools 
Department, Lakewood Public Library 
6. Shaker Heights Helen Chalfant, Shaker Heights Junior High School 
7. Toledo . Virginia Hollinger. Waite High School 
8, Warren Edna Baker, Turner Junior High School 


Materials -for the bulletin should reach your editor by February 15, April 15, 
and September 20, PLEASE, and one week earlier to your district, city, or county 
reporters. 
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Northwsst District —_ 





Williams, Defiance, Paulding, 
Van Wert, Fulton, Henry, Putnam, 
Allen, Lucas, Wood, Hancock, Hardin, 
Ottawa, Sandusky, Seneca, Wyandot, 
Crawford, Erie, Huron, Richland 


(20 counties) 





Central District 





Mercer, Darke, Auglaize, Shelby, 


Clark, Greene, Marion, Union, 
Madison, Fayette, Morrow, 
Delaware, Franklin, Fickaway, 
Ross, Knox, Licking, Fair- 


(22 counties) 
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Southwest District # 


Preble, Butler, Hamilton,‘ 

|. Warren, Clermont, Brown, % 

_-\ Highland, Adams, 
Clinton, 
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(10 counties) 
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Paes al 


The bulletin can only be as 
made by our membership. 
Your comments, suggestions, 
will always be welcomed. 


ASSOCIATION 


Miami, Montgomery, Logan, Champaign, 


good as 
Let us 


BOUNDARIES 


Northeast District 





Lorain, Ashland, Cuyahoga, 
Medina, Wayne, Holmes, Lake, 
Geauga, Portage, Summit, 
Stark, Ashtabula, Trumbull, 
Mahoning, Columbiana 


East District 





Coshocton, Muskingum, 
Tuscarawas, Guernsey, 
Noble, Washington, 
Carroll, Harrison, 
Belmont, Monroe, 
Jefferson 

- (11 counties) 
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coy District 


‘ 


Perry, Morgan, ~~ 
Hocking, Vin- \, 
ton, Athens, 2, 
Jackson, Meigs, 4 
Gallia, Lawrence, / 
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counties) 


the contributions 
share, and help 
and criticisms 
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ideas, 





New Bookmark 


Mrs, Marion 4ho designed a clever book mork to help introduce the new Renwood 
Elementary School Library in Perma, On one side stands the Book Brownie who offers 
advice on enjoying the library, On the otner side is a place to list books read, 
(Look for a sample of it in one of our later issues.) 


oa% 
SEASON'S GREETINGS: 
A blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year to all 0.4.S.L.'ers, 


Your Editor 


' "Living in 1980 plus-," by Andre Norton 
In Library Journal, September 15, 1952, pages 1463-1466 





An excellent article on the quality of the Science Fiction available to fill the 
growing demand from our junior readers and young people. Accompanying the article is 
a list of "Quality Science~Fiction" divided according to two levels, 5th to 9th 
Grades, and 10th to 12th Grades, 


Miss Norton was formerly a member of the Children's Department St-ff of the 
Cleveland Public Library, and is well known as a writer for children and young 
people, She has also edited anthologies in this field, 

-— Dorothy Tobin, Cleveland 


More Portsmouth News 





For several years we have been searching for an effective method of teaching 
the use of the card catalog. Filmstrips and other "re=dy made" mediums were tried, 
but they failed to explain the peculiarities of our own catalog, developed during 
twenty-five years of both trained and untrained librarians, The »spaque projector 
solved the problem, We stapled sample cards to black construction paper and pro- 
jected them on the screen, The various items appesring on the catalog card could 
be emphasized by use of the lighted arrow; illustrations showed the three styles of 
anetytics that have been used in the card catalog; the peculiarities of library 
filing could be illustrated by throwing a typed list of headings on the screen, 


About six weeks ago the Student Idbrary Staff of Portsmouth High School voted 
to file the cards for books in circulation by accession number rather than in alpha~ 
betical order as had been done previously. The new mode is found to be faster and 
more accurate, especially when carding duplicate copies. 


Recommended for Librarians' Reading 








The following books have been recomnended for librarians' reading: 


Center, S.5, The ert of book reading Scribner, $3,50 

“Ferris, Helen Writing books for boys and girls Doubleday, 2.98 
_; Frank, anne . The diary of a young girl Doubleday, 3:00 

Prescett, Orville | In my “pinion Bobbs, 3,00 





